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relationship to continue forever with G-d.

Love is a dynamic and wonderful force as long as we realize that it must satisfy
both aspects of our soul. It must cause us to act in a rational and moral way.

It can be a very destructive force if it does not. The root of love is Hav, which
means to give. In order to attach ourselves to others or to ideas, we must give
and give and give of ourselves. Let us hope and pray that love will only be a
positive force in our lives, and that we will truly attach ourselves to positive
goals and to others so the Mashiach will come quickly in our day. Amen.
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One of the hardest words to define is — love. What does the word love, mean?
One wag has offhandedly commented that love is the urge to merge. Poets and
songwriters have popularized love to the extent that wé know its symptoms, but
find its actual definition wanting. We know love is that elixir that allows us to
fulfill the need to be attached to others, and to be attached to beliefs and ideals.
But what and where is the source of love? We can realize one answer found in
the prayer we recite before putting on tefillin: "...and upon the head opposite
the brain, so that the soul that is in my brain..." The soul within the brain
controls the functions of thinking and willing and feelings — determining all
behavior. Indeed, our rabbis teach us that our soul is composed of two parts:
an intellectual and an emotional part. The human soul is what differentiates
human beings from the rest of G-d's creation. It is a gift from G-d which
enlivens the mind, senses the truth, and rules the body. Just as the mind loves
to know and the body loves to be satisfied, the soul loves to feel. Loveis a
feeling of attachment. The soul is that part of us which yearns to be part of a
greater whole. The soul, we believe, is ultimately a piece of G-d. Each of us
has a piece of G-d in us, and since we have this piece, we want to join with

others so we can complete these pieces and ultimately feel one with our creator.
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The rabbis teach us, too, that a soul, when it comes down from heaven, is split
in two, one entering a male and one entering a female. That's why love at first
sight can be so strong - because the soul recognizes its other balf. Sometimes,
though, the soul makes a mistake and does not recognize its true soul mate.
Then friction occurs. A Roman matron once asked Rabbi Yosef Ben Chalafta,
"What is G-d doing since He created the world?" Rabbi Yosef Ben Chalafta
answered by saying, "He is making matches.” She said, "Is that all He is
doing? 1 can do it, too. I can take 1000 of my male servants and stand them in
a row opposite 1000 of my female servants, and they will be married.” She did
s0. The next morning, this one had a broken leg; this one had a black eye; this
one was missing a tooth. She went back to Rabbi Yosef Ben Chalafta and said,
"Your Torah is true.” In fact, we learn that G-d considers making a successful

match more difficult than splitting the Red Sea.

The soul has two components, mind and emotion; if the soul is not filled with
positive things, then it will be attracted to negative things since it must be
attached to something. Mark Twain once said, "The more I love mankind in

general, the more I hate him in particular.” Although I am sure Mark Twain




image3.png
DECEMBER 1999
Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

was saying this somewhat tongue in cheek, he meant the more he attached
himself to an ideal vision of man, the more he found that the individuals with
whom he was dealing were so far from the ideal that they did not deserve his
desire to associate with them. Not only does our soul crave ideals, ultimate
visions of man's progress, utopian visions, but also immediate warmth and
positive feelings. All our creativity really stems from the soul because we want
to change things so that they will confirm to our vision of what the future
should look like. Animals do not want to change anything. They have only a
low level of soul, and they want to exist as they are. We want to merge
ourselves with our ideals and with others. Sometimes these two aspirations
conflict. The Communists were so enthralled by their vision of the future that
they were willing to kill millions of people to achieve it. They failed to realize
that all our souls are bound up one with another; that if we destroy anybody, we
are diminishing the complete soul mosaic we all need to get close to G-d. We
daven in a minyan because it is so much more satisfying than davening alone.
When we come to shul and find hundreds of people there, how much easier it is

to pray.
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That's why the worst thing in Judaism that a person could do is kill another
human being. A Kohen is disqualified from duchaning, from blessing the
congregation, if he killed anyone, even by accident; and we know how the death
penalty was made impossible to effect in Judaism. We did not want to diminish
the soul mosaic of the world. If people feel rejected and do not find
acceptance, they become very bitter and even hateful. In fact, much of the
violence of our current society can be racked up to the fact that certain people
cannot accept rejection at all. Their souls so yearn for acceptance and
attachment, and because they have nobody with whom to merge, they go
berserk. People need friends. They cannot be made to feel that they are nerds

or social misfits.

Love between a man and woman has sexual connotations, an actual physical
merging, but love in families and between friends is also very important, It J

Clhan, Huwwb
speaks about an attachment of souls. In fact, we learn about REbiiaBumies
Gl who was the Rip Van Winkle of the Talmud. Whenhewokeupaﬁerz
years and went to the study hall and saw that his grandchildren and great-

grandchildren studying with their compatriots, he found no one his own age
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with whom he could share his thoughts and feclings. "Better death than a life
with no friends,” he said. We need interaction with those we have been
attached to for years, even in an adversarial capacity. How often have elderly
people in our congregation told me, "Oh, yes, that person was an opponent of
mine at board meetings, but I miss him so much. We were on opposite sides of

the problem, but at least we were talking about the same problems."

In the Torah portion, Yayeshev, many of these issues are discussed. We learn
how Judah, lonely after his wife died, sought out a prostitute. A temporary
attachment, it did not really assuage his loneliness. It turned out that she was
not a prostitute at all but his daughter-in-law, the widow of two of his sons

demanding her right to have a child by Judah or his other son.

We also learn how Yaacov loved Joseph. We learn how his soul was bound up
with that of his son's. They had a bond together. They loved to be in each
other's company. Unfortunately, Joseph's brothers did not understand that, and
thought that their father was shutting them out. Their father was not shutting

them out. One can love people in different ways. Different levels of
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attachment exist, but the brothers felt rejected. They felt they were no longer
attached to their father, and violence ensued. They almost murdered Joseph,
and they did sell him as a slave to Egypt. While in Egypt, Joseph was almost
seduced by Potiphar's wife. Hers was a failed marriage because there were no
feelings there. Like many marriages that fail, Potiphar's and his wife's lacked a
sense of artachments — physical, spiritual, and an attachment toward working
for common goals. Potiphar's wife sought affection and attachment in an
immoral way. Just at the crucial moment, Joseph saw his father's face, and so
bound was his soul with that of his father's, he was able to pull away. Joseph's
love for his family and for his father saved him in Egypt.

Love, paraphrasing my earlier wag, is the urge to merge on many levels. On
Chanukah, we celebrate attachment at the highest dimension. The pious Jews of
the generation of the Maccabees could not bring themselves to worship idol
because doing so would sever their attachments to- G-d and to the Jewish people.
The Maccabees, under Judah's leadership, gained the strength and courage to

do what they did because of their love for G-d and the Jewish people. They did

not want to sever that relationship. They wanted the Jewish people's




